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Introduction 
The introduction provides a brief overview of this

workbook. Here, you'll find tips and tricks on how to use
this guide to propel your spiritual life to the next level!

Love Deeply
We are called to Love God and love people. In this section, we explore

what it means to love deeply. 

Worship Passionately
God is looking for those who will worship in Spirit and in truth. In this

section, we will take a deep dive into what it means to worship
passionately.

Grow Intentionally
Growth is necessary to fulfill our purpose in the earth. In this section, we

will learn what it means to grow with intention.

Spiritual Gifts
A spiritual gift is an expression of the Holy Spirit in the life of believers

which empowers them to serve the body of Christ, the church. In this
section, we will discover our individual spiritual gifts. 

CONTENTS

3

5

8

11

14

Serve Willingly
The introduction provides a brief overview of this workbook. Here,

you'll find tips and tricks on how to use this guide to propel your
spiritual life to the next level!
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Each week we will be exploring one of our core values. This
Devotional Guide is intended to supplement the sermons as we
journey together. 

Keep a Journal – Consider the following pattern as one
approach to keeping a devotional journal.

Read the Passage – Read slowly and listen for the still, small
voice of God. Do not expect the heavens to open. Concentrate on
every word and notice God‘s word to you.

Ask Questions – What images, words or actions do you notice?

Make Observations – What do I see as the main idea or
meaning? How does this scripture challenge or comfort me? How
does this passage make me feel? This is what I don‘t understand
or have questions about.

Prepare for Action – What does God want me to do, think, or
believe based on this passage?

Pray the Scripture – Let the scripture guide your prayer. For
example, if you are in need of hope, think about the signs of hope
in the text.

How to Use This Guide
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A Few Reminders

Take time – Carve out the time and space, as best you can, to
have uninterrupted devotional time. You may do this while you
walk around the neighborhood, exercise at the gym, or sit quietly
in your home.

Pray – Ask God for direction before you begin each session. God
is always with us but is often hidden from our view until we rely
on the Spirit for insight and understanding.

Memorize – Take note of the memory verse for each week. 
Try to commit that one verse or sentence to memory each week.
Memorizing scripture is a good way to boost our confidence in
the faithfulness of God.
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God’s love is amazing. Our words struggle to convey and our minds to comprehend the depths of
God’s love. God’s love is an abundant love that knows no boundaries, nor limitation. The scriptures
boldly proclaim that “God is love” (1 John 4:8). Love is at the core of God’s essence. All genuine

love finds its source in God.
 

From the beginning of time, God has been the initiator of love. We first encounter God’s love in
creation. It is love that motivates God to create humanity for the purpose of enjoying His love. God is

not the cold and distant God of the ancient philosopher; God desires an intimate relationship with
humanity. Another word for this relationship might be a covenant. God’s love and fidelity to his
covenant with humanity is so amazing that even when humanity sins and breaks God’s covenant,

God’s love remains unchanged for humanity. Because of God’s great love God does abandon
humanity, instead God “sends His only begotten son” into the world to grant eternal life and to

restore the broken relationship between God and humanity (John 3:16). The very witness of our faith
is that love wins. 

 
God’s love is an active and abiding love that neither forsakes nor fails. God's love is a welcoming
love that invites humanity to live in, with, and through His love—a love that has the capacity to

transform our world. God has called us to love deeply just as God has loved us deeply. Love is more
than a word, it requires something of us. Love is shown in both our relationship with God and in our

relationship with our neighbors. Jesus sums it up this way when asked what is the greatest
commandment, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as

yourself.” Put simply, we are called to Love God and love people.

Love Deeply

Introduction

“Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?” Jesus
replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all

your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself. The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are

based on these two commandments.” 



- Matthew 22:36-40 NLT
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Based on the sermon, how do you define what
it means to Love Deeply?

In-Practice

This week's in-practice activity is to 1) Take time this week to show someone
in your life you love them. 2) Take time to write a love letter to God

expressing your love for God. 
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Final Reflection
Use this space to reflect on your in-practice activity this week. What did you

learn about yourself? What did you learn about God? How can you
incorporate this value into your life?
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Have you ever asked yourself, how much is God worth to you?



Worship comes from the old English word “weorthscipe,” which signifies the act of attributing worth
or respect to someone or declaring how much something is worth. As we grow in our knowledge of
God, we learn how great and worthy God is of our worship. We learn of God’s worth through our
time in prayer, through meditation and study of Scripture, by listening to the preached word, in our

relationships and interactions with others, and even in observing the world around us. God’s worth to
us is revealed all around us and we learn best within the context of our relationship with God. To

worship passionately, then, means that you reflect on how much God is worth to you. 



Because of the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross and His resurrection thereafter, we have
been gifted with the precious gift of the Holy Spirit. As a result, we are free to worship God both in
and beyond the physical bounds of the sanctuary. We can worship God anywhere: in our homes, in
our cars, in our jobs, in our church, etc. But worship is a verb! This means that it is not something
that we keep in our minds. Whenever we reflect on God’s worth, we should demonstrate it to God
through worship. This might look like bowing down, lifting your hands, singing, participating in

baptism and communion at church, or even serving God in the community. 



It is through worship that we will encounter the living God and be forever changed in God’s
presence.

Worship Passionately

Introduction

But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him that
way. For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” 



-John 4:24 NLT
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Based on the sermon, how do you define what
it means to Worship Passionately?

In-Practice

Take a moment to prayerfully reflect on how much God is worth to you.
Create an artifact that symbolizes God’s worth to you. This might be a journal

entry, written prayer, a new worship playlist, a painting, etc. 
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Final Reflection
Use this space to reflect on your in-practice activity this week. What did you

learn about yourself? What did you learn about God? How can you
incorporate this value into your life?
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Growth doesn’t happen by osmosis. Instead, it requires both intention and effort. As believers, we
must never be so content with the progress that we’ve made that we become stagnant and neglect the

progress needed to become all that God has called us to become. Scripture even tells us that Jesus,
our Lord, grew in wisdom (Luke 2:52). But this growth did not just happen. Jesus often found

himself in the temple, listening to the teachers and asking them questions. This was Jesus’ intentional
effort to grow. Likewise, we must position ourselves for growth so that we, too, may mature. We
must make intentional efforts to grow in our knowledge of and faith in God; we must also make

efforts to grow in the ways that we relate to others and all of creation. Growth is necessary to fulfill
our purpose in the earth - and it requires intentionality to get there.

Grow Intentionally

Introduction

I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength
through his Spirit. Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your
roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. And may you have the power to
understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his
love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully.
Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from

God. 



- Ephesian 3:16-19 NLT
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Based on the sermon, how do you define what
it means to Grow Intentionally?

In-Practice

Small groups are an excellent opportunity to grow with others in a dedicated
community - providing support and accountability for growth. Identify a small

group at The Grove that you would like to try out and attend a gathering. 
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Final Reflection
Use this space to reflect on your in-practice activity this week. What did you
learn about God and yourself? Reflect on the value of growing intentionally
and growing with others. How might you incorporate this value in your life? 
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In-Practice

Ken Hemphill defines a spiritual gift as “an individual manifestation of grace from the Father that
enables you to serve Him and thus play a vital role in His plan for the redemption of the world.” Peter
Wagner defines a spiritual gift as “a special attribute given by the Holy Spirit to every member of the

Body of Christ according to God’s grace for use within the context of the Body.” 

Gene Wilkes offers this definition: 
"A spiritual gift is an expression of the Holy Spirit in the life of believers which empowers them to

serve the body of Christ, the church." 

Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 28-30; Ephesians 4:11; and 1 Peter 4:9-11 contain
representative lists of gifts and roles God has given to the church. A definition of these gifts follows.

Spiritual Gifts

Introduction i

i. Gene Wilkes, Spiritual Gifts Survey. Lifeway Christian Resources.

Click the link below and complete the spiritual gifts survey. 
*See Appendix A for a printable copy of the Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey.

GET STARTED

List your top 3 spiritual gifts
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Final Reflection
Use this space to reflect on your in-practice activity this week. What did you

learn about yourself? How can you put your spiritual gifts into practice in
your life? At The Grove? In the community?
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Serving others is how God's people operate throughout Scripture. The Christian way of life is just
that - rooted in service! Most readers would get a pretty clear idea that serving others is a given if

they choose to follow Jesus Christ from even a quick perusal of the New Testament. Indeed, the life
and ministry of Jesus was rooted in His commitment to serving others. He did this when he saw a

group of hungry people and fed them with two fish and five loaves of bread (Mark 6:35-44). He did
this when He got off a boat and, seeing a large crowd in need, “he had compassion on them and
healed their sick” (Matt 14:14). Jesus set an example for us to use the gifts that we have to serve

others.

God has given each of us gifts. We were not meant to use our gifts simply for our own self-
gratification. Indeed, the Apostle Peter reminds us that each of us should “use whatever gift you have

received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10).
Why? Because we all thrive when those who are in need are able to thrive. And this is the mandate

that rests on the life of one who follows Jesus Christ - the greatest servant of all time. 

Serve Willingly

Introduction

“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to
serve one another.” 

- 1 Peter 4:10 NLT
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Based on the sermon, how do you define what
it means to Serve Willingly?

In-Practice

Identify a possible service project in your church or local community and set
some time aside to volunteer. Take a picture and post it on social media

tagging The Grove @thegrovenash and using the hashtag #WeServeTogether.
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Final Reflection
Use this space to reflect on your in-practice activity this week. What did you

learn about yourself? What did you learn about God? How can you
incorporate this value into your life?

18



www.thegrovenash.org

facebook.com/thegrovenash

instagram.com/thegrovenash

Ready to Grow Deeper?
Connect with us online!
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